
JOHN MASEFIELD’S POEM

In 1932 MLC School was directly honoured 
by John Masefield (1878–1967), the Poet 
Laureate from 1930 to 1967, who gave 
permission for the School to use the poem he 
had written for his daughter Judith’s school, 
Saint Felix School in Southwold, England.

MUSIC COMPOSED BY  
LINDLEY EVANS

We were fortunate to have Lindley Evans 
at MLC School at the time we received 
permission to use Masefield’s poem. Lindley 
Evans, as well as teaching Music at the 
School in the 1930s and 1940s, was also the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s ‘Mr 
Melody Man’ on children’s radio, President 
of the Conservatorium of Music in Sydney, 
and regular accompanist of operatic soprano 
Dame Nellie Melba. 

WORDS THAT INSPIRE

MLC School is not the only school to choose 
Masefield’s words to celebrate their school 
in song. Because the words were written for 
Saint Felix School, they were the first school 
to use the poem for their school song. They, 
however, chose to title the song ‘Beauty’. 
In 1932 MLC School adopted the opening 
phrase ‘Here in this House’ as our song’s title. 
The music for Saint Felix’s school song, which 
is still used today, was composed by Henrietta 
(Etta) Maria Addis, a student at Saint Felix 
School from 1920 to 1924. 

Last year we were contacted by Heather 
Simms, an Old Girl of the Sutton Coldfield 
Grammar School for Girls, UK who told us 
that for fifty years, from the early 1930s to 

the early 1980s, they had also used the John 
Masefield poem for their school song. Their 
version had music composed in 1929 by a 
Mathematics and Music teacher, and perhaps 
influenced by Saint Felix School, they had also 
titled the song ‘Beauty’.

Upon hearing a recording of the MLC School 
Song, Heather wrote: ‘I think you win the 
prize for the best tune! Our music master 
used to complain about our tune when he 
was trying to teach it to us’. She added that 
Fran D’Alcorn, Saint Felix School’s former 
Headmistress and Chair of the ‘Old Felicians’, 
had said that the Saint Felix school song ‘is 
almost impossible to sing as it constantly 
changes from 3/4 to 4/4 time’. 

Further research revealed that two other 
schools in the UK (Mayfield School in East 
Sussex and the Godolphin and Latymer 
School in Hammersmith, London) had for a 
time used the John Masefield poem for their 
school songs, and that Northfleet School 
for Girls in Kent had used the poem as their 
school poem for many decades.

INTO A CALM WHERE BEAUTY 
NEVER ENDS

A school song should both celebrate the 
institution for which it was written and be able 
to unify past, present and future students. 
John Masefield’s words perfectly capture the 
essence of MLC School by uniting the spirit 
of Old Girls, current students, and the ‘long 
generations’ who will come after us with a 
desire to bestow a place of truth and kindness 
for ‘the souls of other unseen friends’.

‘We shall not see them, but we can endow 
This place with beauty for them here and now.’

Early  
MLC School  
songs
Prior to the adoption of ‘Here in  
this House’ in 1932 as the official  
MLC School Song, the girls sang two 
school songs; one official and one 
unofficial; to celebrate MLC School.

In 1915 the girls, longing for a song 
to sing at sporting matches and 
other such occasions, composed one 
themselves which they titled ‘The Song 
of the Burwood Collegian’ which was 
sung to the tune of ‘Riding Down from 
Bangor’ (a song written sometime 
around 1871). Although this song was 
not granted official recognition, the 
1976 Old Girls’ Union publication Links 
Across the Years says that it ‘enlivened 
many unofficial occasions’. 

The June 1926 issue of Excelsior opens 
with an announcement that an official 
School Song had been written by Lois 
Carter (Prefect and Dux that year) and 
set to ‘swinging music’ composed by 
her mother. Excelsior was in raptures 
at the announcement of an official 
School Song: ‘… the feeling that we so 
long to express, our joy in belonging 
closely to each other through the best 
School of all – M.L.C.– the School that 
ever exhorts us to be ‘Lucis filliae’.’

Here’s for our College days! M.L C.

Daughters of the best School, each 
one we!

Here’s for the Shield and the Cross 
and the Star

Known by us, loved by us, near  
or far!

And whether it’s greylight,  
starlight, sunlight –

Ever our hearts be filled with  
one light, 

Cheerful, brimful, merriest, funlight,

Daughters of Light.

The story of our School Song is one with links across the 
world. The words of ‘Here in this House’, that so strongly 
reflect MLC School’s ideals of bequeathing to future 
generations a place of beauty, truth and kindness, have 
also been cherished by other institutions who likewise 
were inspired by its message.

The story of our School song

All we have 
consecrated 
will live onCongratulations to Old 

Girl, Nina Dillon Britton 
(2015) on winning the 
University of Sydney 
2020 University Medal 
and Michael Jackson 
Prize for achieving 
the highest mark in 
Government honours.

In true MLC School spirit, Nina described how  
she used the prize money: ‘I spent some of it on  
a much-needed new pair of shoes and donated 
the rest to the Refugee Advice and Casework 
Service, which provides emergency legal advice  
to refugees and asylum seekers.’

Nina’s innate passion for social justice and 
equality was evident in her prize-winning 
honours thesis, Throwing away the umbrella: 
A quantitative analysis of the effects of Shelby 
County v Holder. Her thesis examined the way 
that restrictive and racially discriminatory voting 
practices in the USA had increased since 2013 
when the US Supreme Court decided to invalidate 
the ‘preclearance’ policy under Section 5 of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. (The preclearance 
process was designed to reduce discrimination, 
increase voter turnout, and to ensure each  
citizen had equal power to elect his or her 
preferred representative.)

Aside from Nina’s exceptional academic 
achievements, she is currently the editor of the 
University of Sydney’s student magazine Honi 
Soit and last year she was the Editor in Chief of the 
Sydney University Law Society’s Dissent Journal. 

Nina’s coverage of anti-sexual assault protests 
in Honi Soit was featured in the New York 
Times, News.com and Junkee. 

The full article celebrating Nina’s outstanding 
success can be read on the MLC School website. 

Nina Dillon 
Britton (2015) 
WINS THE 2020 UNIVERSITY 
MEDAL AND MICHAEL 
JACKSON PRIZE
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