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In 1992, Broken Hill United Soccer Club held a reunion for past players dating back
to 1946.
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Visiting Year 9 MLC students Tiana Gutierrez, Mary Pilkinton, Sreya Parakala, Sophia Costantino and
Elizabeth Chen were introduced to a local favourite yesterday when they learnt how to make Jonny Cakes
at BHHS.
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Lonely users
get personal

Funding for Community
Infrastructure
The NSW Government is once again conducting
the Community Building Partnership program to
build or upgrade community infrastructure for the
benefit of local communities throughout the state.

People inclined to disclose personal information on Facebook may be lonely, according
to recent research by Charles Sturt University.

Community organisations and local councils are
encouraged to apply for funding to build and
improve community facilities in their local area.
Applications open on 9 June 2014 and close on
18 July 2014.

N44369

For more information, and to apply, visit
www.communitybuildingpartnership.nsw.gov.au
call 1300 707 155 or contact your
State Member of Parliament
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Associate Professor Yeslam Al-Saggaf, from
CSU’s School of Computing and Mathematics,
and Director of the Quantitative Consulting Unit in
the CSU Research Office Sharon Nielsen wanted
to find out if there was a relationship between
loneliness and self disclosure on social networking
sites.
They studied data collected from more than
600 female Facebook users whose profiles were
publicly available online, and Professor Al-Saggaf
believes the findings are equally applicable to
men.
“We collected information from 308 users who
indicated they were feeling ‘lonely’ and 308 users
who said they felt ‘connected’ to other people on
their profile status,” said Prof. Al-Saggaf.
The researchers examined the amount of
information that both groups revealed and found
that the ‘lonely’ users disclosed more personal
and relationship information publicly than the
‘connected’ users.

“More than 79 per cent of the ‘lonely’ users
disclosed personal information, such as their
favourite books and movies, compared with less
than 65 per cent of the ‘connected’ group,” Prof.
Al-Saggaf said.
“Nearly 98 per cent of the ‘lonely’ users shared
relationship status publicly.
“It makes sense that the people who felt lonely
would disclose this type of information, since they
want to make it easier for others to initiate contact
with them, which may help them overcome their
feelings of loneliness.”
On the other hand, more people who felt
‘connected’ shared their views on politics and
religion than people who felt lonely.
“I felt that if people were lonely they reveal more
information to reach out and feel connected but I
don’t know for sure,” Prof. Al-Saggaf said.
“We want to do more studies into this issue.
“But if people were to engage in physical
activities, they may overcome their feelings of
loneliness.”
The research will be published in the July issue
of the journal of Computers in Human Behaviour.

